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How Christmas is
celebrated in Spain



Christmas Lottery

In the months leading up to this event, 

many Spaniards buy lottery tickets, 

called “décimos”and wait to see if

their number will be lucky that year. 
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The Spanish Christmas lottery is the biggest in the world, 

paying out more than 2 billion euros each year. For that

reason, it’s colloquially known as El Gordo: “the fat one.”



The Three Wise Men

But the day before the Reyes come, there’s a 
massive parade where people dressed as the Three 

Wise Men throw candy and small toys to the
children in the street. It is known as ”La cabalgata 

de los Reyes Magos”, this parade is one of the
highlights of Spanish Christmas.

Santa Claus (or Papá Noel in
Spanish) doesn’t traditionally come
to Spain. Instead, we get the
presents from the Los 3 Reyes
Magos (that’s how we called The
Three Wise Men). We have to wait
until 6th January, to open our gifts .



Beautiful Nativity Scenes

There are a lot of Christmas markets across the country 
that specialize in handmade figurines and  icons for these
scenes—from the baby Jesus and the Three Wise Men

to a flock of sheep and the classic Catalan caganer. 

In more traditional households, you’ll still find the
classic Portal de Belén. Incredibly ornate, these
gorgeous nativity scenes are the old-school way

of decorating our houses for Christmas.

Many big companies also open their
doors to families to show off their

elaborate nativity scenes to the public.



The Twelve Grapes (in Spanish las doce uvas de la suerte, 
"the twelve grapes of luck") is a Spanish tradition that

consists of eating a grape with each clock bell strike at 
midnight of 31st December to welcome the New Year. 

There are two main places where people gather to eat the grapes: 
at home with the family after Nochevieja dinner or in the main

squares around the country, being the Puerta del Sol in Madrid the
most famous place to do it and where this tradition started.

Happy 
New 
Year!


















