
 



 

Introduction 

This planning pack has been produced by EMTAS (Ethnic Minority 

and Traveller Achievement Service) within Gateshead Council.  The 

team had been actively involved in fostering links and partnerships 

with different schools in various parts of India and have supported 

the teachers in their region during visits to their partner schools. 

They have provided training and advice for Connecting Classroom 

projects on various aspects that link in with the curriculum in schools. 

This pack focuses on the KS1 and KS2 curriculum with the focus on 

Geography.  There is some background on the history of this big sub-

continent and many of the resources can be used on a cross 

curricular basis. 

The capital of India is New Delhi which is the seat of the government.  

This pack will focus on Mumbai and the surrounding regions.  

Mumbai is the commercial centre of the country.  It is also the most 

populated city of India; a centre for art, the film industry, tourism, 

historic significance and geographical location and importance. 



Country Profile – India 

Location 

India is the largest peninsula in the world situated in Asia. As it is a peninsula it is 

surrounded by water on 3 sides and land on one side.  Because of its size it is 

referred to as the Indian Sub-continent.  The North of the country is bordered by 

Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Myanmar.  The borders of the 

rest of the country are the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. 

Physical geography 

Because of its size, the landscape of India is very varied.  The Northern tips of 

India are mountainous and hilly being mainly the terrain of the Himalayas, 

although there are some lakes and forests too.  Further south is the Indo-

Gangetic plain, where three main rivers meet.  This is a very fertile area. To the 

west of this region is the Thar Desert.  Further south from here is the central 

region which is made up of mountains, known as Ghats, as well as forests, 

together known as the Deccan Plateau.  The remainder of Southern India, 

bordered by water, is made up of rain forests, rivers and mixed vegetation. 

Climate 

Because of the size of the country, the climate is very different in different parts 

of India.  The Northern areas within the Himalayas can get very cold and are ice 

bound in winter!  The Indo-Gangetic plains experience very cold winters and very 

hot summers.  Most of the central Deccan Plateau and Southern India has warm 

or hot weather throughout the year.  A weather phenomenon that exists through 

a large part of India is the monsoon, which usually begins in June and can carry on 

till September. 

Mumbai is humid and hot through the year.  Maximum temperatures can reach 

35˚C with lows of 18˚C.  During the monsoon months there is very heavy rainfall, 

which can be over 800mm in a month. 



 

Human geography factfile 

 

Population:   1,336,286,000 (second largest population in the  

    world) 

Land Size:   3,287,263 square kilometres (seventh largest   

   country in the world) 

Capital:   New Delhi 

Currency:   Indian rupee   

Languages:  Hindi is the main language but there are 22   

    official languages 

Main exports:  Crude oil, petroleum products, gold, gems and  

    jewellery 

Main food eaten:  Rice, Rotis (wheat breads), Dal (lentils),    

    vegetables  

Life Expectancy:  66.9 years for men and 69.9 years for women 

 

Religions:   Hinduism and Islam are the two main religions.  

    Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism and Jainism are  

    also followed. 
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History 

It has been shown that people lived in the area known as India more than 

200,000 years ago. The Indus Valley Civilisation is one of the most ancient 

civilisations in the world and existed in and around the Indo-Gangetic Plain 

from around 3300BC. 

Various dynasties ruled India for many centuries and different cultures had 

their influence. The Persians, Greeks and Huns all inhabited India until about 

6th century AD. Often Northern and Southern India had different rulers, tribes 

and dynasties. 

 

Mughal Invasion 

The Turks and Afghans invaded India in the 10th and 11th centuries. They 

introduced Islam into the country and began what was to become the Moghul 

Dynasty in North India.  Southern India was ruled by Hindu rulers and 

Empires. The country was therefore divided by rulers as well as religion. 

 

British Rule 

The East India Company came to India as a British trading company in early 

1600s.  Over the next 150 years they were involved in battles with French 

colonists and the Mughals and the British expanded their influence over the 

whole of India.  In 1858 India became a part of the British Empire and was 

ruled by Britain until it gained independence in 1947. 

 

Modern India 

The Constitution of India came into effect on 26 January 1950 when India 

became a Republic. The constitution states that India is a sovereign, 

socialist, secular, democratic republic.  

 



 

Map of British India  

  

Fig 1 : A map of British India 

1. Why do you think British merchants wanted to work in India? 

 

2. What can you discover about other countries which were part of the 

British Empire ?  

 

3. Find out which of the areas on this map are independent countries 

today? Which countries are these? 

 

4. What was the difference between the areas of British Acquisition (in 

blue) and Dependent Indian States (in brown)? 
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Map of Modern India  

 

 

                                             Fig 2 – A map of Modern India  

Look at the two maps.  

1. What differences can you see between the two maps of India? 

 

2. How many states are there in India? 

 

3. Can you describe the locations of the states of Kerala, Uttar 

Pradesh and Punjab ? 

 



Key Stage 1 Geography 
 
Geographical skills and communication are developed throughout the 
activities. 
 

Locational knowledge 

 
1. Pupils are given a series of clues from the Where in the world?  pack and 
asked to investigate where in the world the country they are going to study is 
located. Pupils can use a world map to plot their ideas and then highlight the 
actual destination country. 
 
2. Using a world map and atlas pupils are asked to describe where India is 
located, including the continent and surrounding countries. Encourage use of 
N/S/E/W 
 

Place knowledge/ Human and physical features 

 
1. Pupils will begin the think about what makes a place unique by using 

their geographical skill of using photographs from the What can I find in 
a place?  pack. Pupils are given a series of images and are asked to 
investigate what they can see. Begin with very general observations to 
build confidence. 

 
2. Extend geographical understanding by asking pupils to label, apply 

labels or circle physical and human features.  
 

3. Develop enquiry skills by asking pupils to pose geographical questions 
about some of the places in the photographs 4A-4H which show a series 
of human and physical images taken from India. For each image pupils 
have to think about what type of questions they might ask to find out 
more information. To support this activity further, teachers may want to 
provide additional information about each image which can be found in 
the teacher pack 

 
4. My place/ your place –what is the same? Comparing a small area of the 

UK and a small area of non-European country.  
 



 
 
 
 

5. Begin as a whole class deciding what is important in a place – places to 
play, transport, homes, schools and our environment. This could be a 
simple diagram. Then in small groups, pupils are given a series of images 
which depict life in Mumbai (Destination Mumbai pack). These are based 
around school, environment, transport and   play.  Teachers may want to 
focus on one category for comparison work. Pupils need to identify 
similarities/ differences between Mumbai  and their own local area. 
Teachers might find it useful to provide some photographs of the local UK 
area for pupils to use. A basic comparison table is included at the back of 
these materials. 

 
 
 

6. Using these images and any additional research pupils can produce an 
extended piece of writing appropriate to their year group e.g. a poster or a 
leaflet to illustrate how life in Mumbai is similar or different to life in their 
home area. Writing can be supported by completing a Venn diagram with 
key words and images. 

 



Key Stage 2 Geography 
 
 
 
Geographical skills and communication are developed throughout the 
activities. 
 
 

Locational knowledge 

 
 

1. Pupils will use a series of clues to work out hemisphere, continent, 
country, and city in the Where in the World? pack.  An extension 
resource, Location Challenge, can be found at the end of this planning 
for use in consolidation of locational knowledge. 

 
2. Pupils should then write an accurate geographical description of the 

locations of Mumbai and New Delhi. Teachers may wish to use the 
opportunity to revise the location of the home town of the pupils. There 
are many extensions possible here for example: calculation of distance, 
use of scale in an atlas and looking at time zones. In upper key stage 
two, pupils should be able to use lines of longitude and latitude to aid 
description. 
 

3. The class could then go on to discuss what this location might mean for 
the physical geography of India. i.e. tropics, climate, vegetation, 
hazards. Pupils will need to research appropriate climate and vegetation 
maps to complete this task. 
 

4. Pupils should use an up to date atlas to annotate a map of India to show 
the key human and physical landmarks. By Y6 this should include some 
topographical detail. Pupils should add a key, title and mark North, then 
discuss the scale of the maps used and produced. 

 
 



 

Place knowledge/ Human and physical features 

 
 
Focus: comparing the physical and human geography of a region of the 
UK and a region of a non-European country. This stepped enquiry focuses 
on working like a geographer and using different pieces of information to 
investigate a region of India and compare it to thepupils’homeregion.
Awareness of new geographical terms and the comparison of similarity 
and difference are the main objectives.  
 

1. Using the resources in the Destination Mumbai  Pack, set the big 
picture by looking at the India fact file information. Set up a 
comparison challenge. What can the pupils find out about the UK to 
completea“bigpictureUK”chart?Supportthiswithatlasandguided
internet searches. 

 

2. A tale of two cities.  What are the similarities between Newcastle 
upon Tyne (or your nearest city) and Mumbai?  Discuss with pupils 
the questions they would need to ask to try and answer this question. 
Discuss the types of things they would need to know and how they 
might find out. Ensure coverage of physical and human geography. 
The areas of research might include weather, population, main jobs, 
life at school, and types of houses, places to play, transport, decision 
makers, foods, languages spoken, money used, vegetation, rivers, 
important buildings, a university, healthcare, and life expectancy. 
The photographs included in the pack can support many of these 
enquiries.  Other sources should be used; some examples are in the 
Mumbai pack.  A research table could be drawn up for pupils to use 
to record their initial findings.  
 

3. Draw the enquiry together by comparing 3 aspects of life in Mumbai 
with 3 aspects of life in Newcastle. This can start as a Venn diagram 
and then be developed into a longer report style piece of writing or a 
news cast using the images from the pack and voiceovers written by 
the pupils. Emphasise the use of geographical terms. Pupils could 
include graphs or diagrams in their report. 
 

 





Aerial view 

 

 

 

KS1  

Can you recognise this building?  

What is it called?   

Can you describe what you see?   

 

KS2  

Why was this building built?  

What is its significance?   

Imagine that you are standing in front of this building.  If you had to send a letter 

to a friend about it what would you write (location, purpose, history, climate, 

natural resources etc.)?  
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KS1 
Label India. 
Label the Equator. 
Where is the UK?  
Using the words North, South, East and West, state where India is in 
comparison to UK. 
India is a hotter country than UK.  Why do you think that might be the case? 
Some parts of India are colder than the UK. Why ?  
Write the names of the oceans you can see.  Which oceans are missing?  Can 
you label them? 

 
KS2 
In which hemisphere is India located? 
Find the latitude and longitude of India? 
Label the Equator, the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn on your 
map?  
Name 3 other cities in different countries which fall within the same latitude as 
Mumbai. Is the climate the same in these cities? Explain your answers. 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQx-PmnqXPAhVB5xoKHU54Cc8QjRwIBw&url=http://nirmancare.com/blog/index.php?controller%3Dpost%26action%3Dview%26id_post%3D56&psig=AFQjCNEYW5F3LGjHHczd-jMApSHn6ZoBGA&ust=1474711470388292


 

    
MAP 1      MAP 2 
 
Map 1 shows the different localities which make up the city of 
Mumbai.   
Did you know that Mumbai is an island? 
 
 
 
KS1 
 
What is an island?   
Using Map 2, name the bodies of water that make Mumbai an island. 
There are 3 lakes and 3 rivers within Map 2.  Can you name them? 
Are there any lakes near to where we live?  
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KS2 
What differences can you see between the two maps? 
How does having access to water benefit Mumbai? 
Gather information about the monsoons and complete the table 
 

The monsoons 

Causes  
 
 
 
 

Key facts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positive impact  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Negative impact  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Ganges 
 

 

KS1 

The Ganges is the longest river in India. It flows through villages and 
towns.  What do people use the river for?   

 

KS2 extension 

Where is the source of the Ganges and where is the river mouth?  
How long is the river ? Does it have any tributaries?  Name them.   

Investigate these important factors of the course of the river Ganges 

 The Gangotri Glacier and waterfall 

 The river basin 

 The Ganges Delta 

 Why is the Ganges so polluted?  
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These images show women gathering and transporting water.   
 
 
KS1 
 
The children can discuss why people need to do this.  The water is 
being collected from a pump which could be a long distance from the 
village.  How are they carrying the water?  Why are mainly women 
doing this?  Where are the men?   
What is the water used for?   
How often in a day will they need to do this? 
 
 
KS2 extension 
 
Extension work can be done on agriculture and irrigation in India.  How 
are fields irrigated? What crops are grown?  Looking at the pump in 
the photo, explain how it would work, where the water would come 
from, how deep will it need to be?  Water from wells are still being 
collected and used in India.  Why is this?  Is it an effective and 
hygienic source of drinking water? 

 





 
 

This is one village in India.   
 
KS1 
 
It looks like a hot day and there are mainly women to be seen.   
What would the temperature be?  
Where are the men?   
If they are working, what would they be doing?  
Why are the women and children sitting outside?   
What are the cows for?  
What kind of houses can be seen?   
What are they made of?  
What is the same as our village and what is different ?  
 
 
 
KS2 extension 
 
What is village life like in India?   
Do the children get an education?   
Do they also work?  
How does the community sustain itself  ? 
Describe what sort of crops are grown, what is manufactured and in 
what way are animals used? 
 
 





City of contrasts 

 

 

KS1 
 
What can you see in this picture?   
What is in the background?   
What is in front?   
Why are so many people kneeling?   
Which words can you use to describe different parts of this photo?  
 
KS2 
 
Look at the photo of Mumbai. Find and label ; 
Business or wealthy area 
Transport link 
Shanty housing 
Street lighting 
 
What can you work out from the photograph about life in Mumbai? 
Think about weather, housing, work, transport, religion, population. 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.thequint.com/india/2016/04/26/un-arm-highlights-indias-slum-dwellers-plight-calls-for-action&psig=AFQjCNE8mdWO8lx1porRAS08RvlahIS1oQ&ust=1475577480875694


 
 
 
KS1 
 
ThisareaofMumbaiisknownastheQueen’sNecklace. 
In what way is this picture different to the previous picture?   
Who do you think lives in this area?  
What happens here ?  
 
KS2 extension 
 
What can you find out about this?  
Compare and contrast it with the earlier picture.   
Find out some more information about this area.  
Using the two images, explain in what ways Mumbai is a city of 
contrasts. 
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Destination Mumbai 
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Mumbai school fact file 

 
There is no compulsory schooling in India.  There are different types 
of schools.  There are free schools which are available to all children 
and can be run from a single room, often in the poorer areas.  There 
are government school, some free and some fee paying.  Then there 
are the private fee paying schools which provide education from 
nursery to school leaving. 
 
Classroom sizes are big, with up to 50 children in a class with one 
teacher.  The day is long and children are given regular homework 
from an early age. Parents are responsible for ensuring that the 
homework is done. 
 
Lessons are taught in a number of languages;  Marathi, Hindi or 
English.  Children usually learn all three languages. 
 
The University of Mumbai was founded in 1857.  It is based on the 
collegiate system where students enrol with a college but get their 
degree from the University. 
 
How many languages are spoken in the UK? 
 
Are there any similar universities in the UK? 
 



  







 

KS1: My place your place 

Spotting differences and things that are similar 

Use the photographs to see what you can find 

 

 
 

Mumbai My home area 

 
Places to 
play 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Transport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


