
In their footsteps
Following the journey of County 
Durham soldiers who went to the 
Somme for King and country



The Project
Pupils will follow the lives of  two soldiers from enlistment to training and then 
the journey to France. This will be led by an education officer from the DLI 
collection and with support from the archive service. A half  day session will 
be delivered in school to help the pupils begin to understand the real life 
stories of  these soldiers. There will be opportunity for object handling as well 
as developing research skills. We aim to provide insight into the challenges 
of  medical care in the trenches. By the end of  the session, pupils will have a 
sound understanding of  the background to enlistment and be able to identify 
with the individual journeys of  two soldiers from our county. The soldiers can 
be chosen from the town where your school is based. 

The second part of  the project will be to take part in a residential visit to 
France where pupils will visit:

 Lochnagar crater site where North East soldiers helped to tunnel beneath 
enemy positions,

 Butte de Warlencourt - site of  heavy DLI losses,
 The Museum of  the Great War in Péronne,
 Beaumont Hamel (Newfoundland memorial),
 Thiépval Memorial,
 Basilica in Albert and the 1916 Museum.

Visits are five or six days in duration and price includes pre departure 
workshop, travel, insurance, accommodation and meals in France.
£310 for 5 days  £330 for 6 days

Albert
Albert is a small town in the Somme area, 
close to the batttlefields sites, located 
about 1.5 hours from Calais. The town 
provides a safe environment for pupils 
to explore. Local attractions include the 
famous basilica and the underground 
1916 Museum. 

Accommodation 
Accomodation is in Poppies, a purpose 
built school hotel in the town of  Albert. 
Rooms are multi bedded and are all 
ensuite. Visiting schools are each 
assigned a full floor of  the hostel. 
Breakfast is taken in the centre and 
evening meals in a local restaurant.

Fred Purvis
20/255 Durham Light Infantry

Fred was an unmarried miner from Tyne Street, 
Willington who enlisted at the age of  22 together with 
his workmate, Thomas Adamson. He was killed during 
the Battle of  the Somme in an enemy barrage at Flers 
after fewer than six months’ active service. His name 
is among the 72000 names inscribed on the Thiépval 
memorial to the missing of  the Somme.

Thomas Adamson
20/256 Durham Light Infantry

Thomas lived in Carville Terrace, Willington with his wife 
and seven children. He joined up at the age of  38 and 
he left for France in May 1916. He was killed just over 
two months later; after only 85 days’ active service in 
a night time trench raid in Armentières and is buried at 
Tancrez farm cemetery.
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To make an enquiry or a booking, contact :

Karen Smith

karen.smith@durham.gov.uk

03000268502


