
Win a trip to the European Parliament! 

Europe Direct North East England and the European Parliament are offering Sixth Formers 

and College students across the North East the chance to win an all-expenses paid visit to 

the European Parliament in Strasbourg/Brussels. 

Each year, the Parliament offers young people aged 16+ the chance to take part in a day of 

debate at its base in either Strasbourg or Brussels. These Euroscola days bring together 

around 400 young people from over twenty different European countries and give 

attendees the chance to see how Parliament works at European level. 

We are looking for teams of up to 8 pupils to submit posters to encourage young people to 

vote in the 2014 European Parliamentary elections. Posters should be bright and bold and 

reflect the plurilingualism of the European Union. Entrants should also demonstrate an 

understanding of the type of decisions made by the European Parliament. 

Full details about the competition are available from the Europe Direct North East England 

centre. Each entry must be submitted electronically by no later than 1st December 2013. 

The visit will take place in Spring 2014, (exact dates TBC). 

European funding update 

As the current Lifelong Learning 
programme comes to an end, Europe 
Direct North East and Durham 
County Council are joining together 
to bring you a free information 
session about new European funding 
opportunities for international 
partnership working. The event will 
be held at Durham Town Hall on 
Friday 29th November, 12:30 – 
2:30pm, and will feature case studies 
from the current round of 
programmes, as well as signposting 
suitable opportunities within the 
new programmes. Light lunch will be 
provided at 12:30pm.  

The event is open to schools, 
colleges, universities, community 
organisations, local government 
staff, training providers and charities. 
Of particular interest to our 
newsletter readers will be the 
overview of opportunities for 
schools, colleges and those in 
vocational training under the new 
Erasmus+ programme. 

For more details or to book your 
place, please e-mail                     
europe.direct@durham.gov.uk. 
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It’s that time of year again... 

In partnership with Europe Direct Llangollen, we would once again like to 
offer primary schools from across the North East the chance to take part in 
the eighth annual European Christmas Tree Decoration Exchange. 
Participating schools are given the chance to make and send Christmas tree 
decorations to 30 other schools across Europe, along with an information 
pack about the celebration of Christmas in their country. In return for their 
efforts, children will receive decorations and information packs from their 
30 allocated partner schools, meaning that you will be able to bring a real 
international dimension to your school’s Christmas celebrations this year! 
To register your interest, please e-mail your school name, postal address 
and the name of the school’s project coordinator to 
europe.direct@durham.gov.uk by no later than 30th September. Places are 
extremely limited, so early application is strongly advised! 

 

Europe Direct North East is also offering schools a fantastic and free 
electronic guide to Christmas around Europe. Get in touch to request your 
copy today! 

 

 

Congratulations! 

A big “well done!” to all of the North East region’s schools 
celebrating successful completion of the International School 
Award. These schools have managed to embed international 
learning into their curriculum; through forging links with partner 
schools abroad, teaching young people about the world around 
them and encouraging global citizenship. Their fantastic efforts 
will be recognised at a special award ceremony at the Tyneside 
Cinema in Newcastle on Tuesday 15th October. Keep up the good 
work! 

The British Council is now accepting school action plans for the 
International School Award 2014. If you feel that your school could 
be ready to apply but would like some help or advice, we’d love to 
hear from you! More information is also available here: http://
schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/accreditation-and-awards/isa/uk-
schools/about  
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Competition time! 

The Gospels are famously highly illuminated of course and written in a 
‘foreign’ language – a form of Latin. Our competition this year asks pupils to 
produce an illuminated page, in the style of the Gospels or in their own take 
on that style, using a language other than English. For Key Stage 1 and 2 we 
ask them to locate a text (poem, paragraph, verse of a song, etc.) in their 
chosen language of around 4-6 lines long and to present it as an Illuminated 
Page. For Key Stages 3 and above we ask them to locate or create a text 
(poem, paragraph, verse, story etc.) in their chosen language of around 10 
lines long and to 
present it as an Illuminated Page. 
Entries must involve words in a language other than English, and should be no 
larger than a sheet of A4 paper. (Please note that the judges tend to see a lot 
of flags every year, and these are not recommended!) 
Entries should be clearly marked with the pupil’s name, age, class, teacher 
and school, as well as any necessary information about the language chosen 
(i.e. if it is a less widely learned language) to facilitate judging. Please give 
teacher contact details for your bundle of entries so that we can contact 
winners. We reserve the right to use winning entries for display or 
promotional purposes and will inform you accordingly through newsletters or 
e-bulletins. Please note that entries cannot be returned. 
Entries are to be sent to: EDL Competition, c/o René Koglbauer, Network for 
Languages, School of Education, Communication and Language Sciences, 
Newcastle University, NE1 7RU. 
The intention is that this might form an activity around the European Day of 
Languages itself (Thursday 26 September), so the deadline for submission of 
entries will be: Monday 7 October. 
£50 vouchers will be offered to the winners; there will be one winner for each key stage, up to and including 
KS5. Runner-up prizes may also be awarded at the judges’ discretion. In the event of insufficient entries of good 
quality in any specific key stage no prize will be awarded; the judges’ decision is final. 
 

Keep an eye out for the September e-bulletin, which will be full of ideas to help you celebrate European Day 
of Languages this year! 

Comenius Assistants  

 

This year, North East schools 

will play host to 32 Comenius 

Assistants from other 

European countries. 

Comenius Assistants are 

future teachers from across 

Europe, who enhance the 

European- and cultural 

dimension right across the 

curriculum and offer classes 

in their native language. To 

welcome them to our region, 

Europe Direct would like to 

invite all Assistants to a 

special afternoon tea 

celebration with the 

Chairman of Durham County 

Council at County Hall, 

Durham, on Thursday 17th 

October at 4pm. School 

coordinators are also 

welcome! Please let us know 

if your school’s Assistant is 

planning to attend, as well as 

any school representatives, 

so that we can plan 

refreshments accordingly! 

Celebrate European Day of Languages on 26th September 

September 26th is European Day of Languages; a day 
when citizens right across Europe are encouraged to 
celebrate the linguistic diversity of our continent. To 
help spread this message among our young people, the 
Association for Language Learning, Network for 
Languages North East, Europe Direct North East and 
Crossroads Languages have come together to organise a 
special competition which has been designed to 
stimulate young people to use text written in a language 
other than English to create their very own illuminated 
page; in the style of the Lindesfarne Gospels.  



The next deadline for applications to the Connecting Classrooms school linking 
programme is Friday 25th October. The Connecting Classrooms programme 
offers grants of £3,000 for partnerships between schools in the UK and other countries 
to carry out reciprocal visits and meaningful project work together. These kind of 
partnerships help your young learners find out more about life in another country and 
really bring the international dimension to life! For more information, visit the 
following website: http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/programmes-and-funding/
linking-programmes-worldwide/connecting-classrooms/partnerships. 

 
17th September is the last deadline for applications for Comenius in-service training 
grants. In-service training grants allow school- and adult educators the chance to 
undertake a professional development course, job shadow a colleague or attend a 
conference or seminar in any of the other 32 participating Comenius countries. Check 
out the training course database here: http://ec.europa.eu/education/
trainingdatabase/. Guidance and the application form can be found here: http://
www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-applications-forms-and-guidance.htm, or don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with us for help and advice! 
 

 

**Check out our new website** 

http://europedirectnortheastengland.wordpress.com   

Don’t forget... 

 

Europe Direct North East 

International Relations 

Durham County Council 

County Hall 

Durham DH1 5UF 

Phone: 03000 268503 

Fax: 0191 3834487 

E-mail:  

Europe.direct@durham.gov.uk 

If you need this information summarised in another language or format such 

as Braille or talking tape, please call the number below. 

0 3 0 0 0  2 6 8 5 0 3  

Europe Direct North East is part of an 

information network across the 

European Union financed by the 

European Commission. 

We aim to highlight projects and 

programmes and  encourage people 

from the North East of England to take 

advantage of all the opportunities 

which are presented to us as members 

of the EU.   

We are happy to provide enquirers 

with printed documentation from the         

European institutions or to  signpost 

your comments and questions. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us by 

telephone, by e-mail, using social 

networks or in person. 
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