
 
Schools across the region will be dismantling their European Christmas trees this week 
and looking ahead to 2015. The Christmas tree decoration project brings together 
around 300 schools from  14 different member states. Each school made up to 35 
decorations to send to partner schools and received a decoration from each in return, 
together with a description of how Christmas is celebrated . The project is co-ordinated 
by Europe Direct Llangollen and we hope to involve our region’s primary and special 
schools again in 2015. 
 
Our centre will be running a number of events during 2015 which build on the new 
Commission’s priorities around a strong economy and growth. We will also be 
supporting schools with work around language learning and accessing the new EU 
education programme, ERASMUS+. 
 
Upcoming events include : 
 Song for Europe—a Y4  Eurovision competition which will take place on 6 May at 
 the Gala theatre in Durham City; 
 Enterprising Scientists—a MFL/science investigation day where County Durham 
 pupils will be challenged to develop a lighting system for a French museum; 
 Beat The Rat Race—languages and employability event tor KS3 pupils to be 
 hosted by Routes into Languages at Newcastle University; 
 Teachers’ conference in July covering all aspects of school linking. 
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Global Learning  

Professional Development Workshops 2015  

FREE CPD for Head teachers, Senior Leaders, International Co-ordinators and teachers.  

 

To register for your free place you must visit the following link:  

 http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/programmes-and-funding/linking-programmes-

worldwide/connecting-classrooms/PD-courses-UK  

 
 

 Date Course Title Time Venue 

28th January 2015 Deeper Understanding 
of Global Citizenship 

1-4.30pm Sunderland 
Bangladeshi 
Community Centre, 
Sunderland, SR1 2QD 

25th February 2015 Intercultural practice – 
taking it further 

1-4.30pm Esh Winning Primary, 
Durham 

25th June 2015 Our Partnership 
Journey 

1-4.30pm Centre for Enterprise, 
Teesside University, 
Middlesbrough 

 

 

 

The next deadline for application for the Connecting Classrooms programme is  

30 January . Funding of up to £3000 per school partnership is available to support 

reciprocal staff visits.  

This may be the last application round before the programme is remodelled. 

Support is available with applications from the team in Durham and also from    
Aliyah Dunbar-Hussain at the British Council. 

Full programme details are available at 

https://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/programmes-and-funding/linking-

programmes-worldwide/connecting-classrooms/partnerships 



 

 
 

UK-German Connection provides funding for schools to 

undertake joint projects with schools in Germany. This 

is a joint government initiative designed to support the 

teaching and learning of German.  

The website gives details of grants of up to £5000 for 

school visits, pupil immersion courses, language 

teaching resources and a whole lot more ! 

Full details are available from  http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/home 

 

 

 

 

Also of interest to Germanists will be the new North East German network website 
which launched just before Christmas and will  be a one stop shop for all information 
about German language teaching and learning in our region.  

http://negn.ncl.ac.uk/ 

Deadlines for new ERASMUS+ programme 

Key Action 1       4 March 2015 

Key Action 2 31 March  2015 

The new education programme provides opportunities for schools to take part in  

two sorts of activity. 

Key Action 1 supports professional development of staff whilst Key Action 2 is all 

about networks of schools working together to arrive at joint solutions to 

common issues.  

Advice and guidance is available from the team in Durham. 

The application process  can seem complex but a useful .pdf guide is available to 

all schools. 



Europe Direct North East is part of an information 

network across the European Union financed by the 

European Commission. 

We aim to highlight projects and programmes and  

encourage people from the North East of England to 

take advantage of all the opportunities which are 

presented to us as members of the EU.   

We are happy to provide enquirers with printed 

documentation from the  European institutions or to  

signpost your comments and questions. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us by telephone,  

by e-mail, using social networks or in person. 

 

**Check out our website** 
http://europedirectnortheastengland.wordpress.com   

Europe Direct North East 

International Relations 

Durham County Council 

County Hall 

Durham DH1 5UF 

Phone: 03000 268503 

Fax: 0191 3834487 

E-mail:  

Europe.direct@durham.gov.uk 

If you need this information summarised in another language or format such 

as Braille or talking tape, please call the number below. 

0 3 0 0 0  2 6 8 5 0 3  

 

How much is your € 

worth ?  

1 € =  78 pence 

The Commission 

Representation in London 

has produced a set of 

documents looking at the 

benefits of EU membership 

for a range of people  in a 

variety of settings. These 

and other FREE 

publications may be 

collected from our office. 


