
New Erasmus+ programme launched! 
 

January 1st saw the launch of the European Commission’s new education, training, youth and sport funding 

programme; Erasmus+. It combines previous funding programmes in the sector including Comenius, Leonardo, 

Youth in Action, and the Transversal study visit programme. The programme will provide approximately €14bn 

across the 33 participating countries over the next seven years for education and training opportunities 

abroad.  

The new programme represents a fantastic opportunity for future UK participants, especially young people, to 

gain the valuable experience and skills that will help them prosper in today’s challenging economic climate. 

The programme will be managed jointly in the UK by The British Council and Ecorys UK who have created a 

new website  www.erasmusplus.org.uk where you can find out more about new opportunities for your school, 

college or youth club. The website also features the new programme guide for applicants, as well as up-to-date 

information on application forms, deadlines and briefing sessions. 

There will be some changes to the previous ways of applying for support from the programme  - to be able to 

access the new funding, applicants must first register with the European Commission Authentication Service 

(ECAS) to obtain a unique Participant Identification Code (PIC). This can be done here: https://

webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi.  

We plan a regional information session soon—please check our facebook and twitter feeds for information. 
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A very European Christmas! 

A big thank you to the 8 schools who took part in the eighth 

annual European Christmas Tree Decoration Exchange; 

organised and coordinated by Europe Direct Llangollen. 

Participating schools were given the chance to make and 

send Christmas tree decorations to 30 other schools across 

Europe, along with an information pack about the 

celebration of Christmas in their country. In return for their 

efforts, children receive decorations and information packs 

from their 30 allocated partner schools, bringing a real 

international flavour to Christmas celebrations across our 

region’s schools. To the right is a photo of children in Italy 

proudly displaying their European Christmas tree, including 

decorations from County Durham! 

 Congratulations! 

 

 

Well done to the winning schools in our Euroscola competition! Pupils from Framwellgate School, St Leonard’s 

Catholic School, St Robert of Newminster School & Sixth Form College and Consett Academy managed to beat 

off stiff competition from other schools across our region to win a visit to The European Parliament in 

Strasbourg. The visit will take place in March and will bring together young people from right across the 

European Union to discuss and debate a range of topical issues including the environment and renewable 

energy, youth employment and the upcoming European elections. Watch out for a visit report in our next issue! 

One of the winning poster designs from Framwellgate School Durham. 



 

♪ “Song for Europe” song contest ♪ 

 

Year 4 songbirds with a flair for languages are being invited to take part in a very special competition.  

Children from Newcastle, Gateshead, North Tyneside, South Tyneside, Sunderland and County Durham will 

compete by singing a song in a language other than English just days before the Eurovision song contest takes 

place in Copenhagen. 

The Song for Europe event will take place at the Gala Theatre, Durham City on 30
th

 April 2014 and schools can 

apply to enter a team of up to 12 year 4 pupils.  

Each school will have a maximum of three minutes to perform its entry. The song can be either written for the 

competition or be an existing piece. The song must be wholly in a language spoken in Europe which is not 

English. Accompanying music should be supplied in advance of the event as a .mp3 file or similar. 

Théâtre sans frontières will also present items from its successful Tour de France programme at the start of the 

day and before the competition begins. ( www.tsf.org.uk  ) 

Schools will be asked to award points ranging from 1 – 4 to every performance ( except their own ). The winner 

will be the school which receives the highest number of points. In the event of a tie, a jury chosen by Europe 

Direct will offer the winner’s title to the school which they feel has given the best performance. 

In the event that more schools apply to take part than there are places, we will ask schools to submit a short 

recording audition piece  and will make our selection based on both geographical spread and on quality of 

performance. 

There is no entry fee for schools and lunch is provided. Schools must, however, make their own transport 

arrangements and cover these and any staffing costs. 

We expect that the event will attract a good deal of media interest and appropriate photo permissions should 

be provided for children who attend. 

To enter your school’s team, please contact us for a registration form: Europe.direct@durham.gov.uk  or 03000 

268 500. Please note that all entry forms must be received before the February Half Term. 

 

Celebrate Europe Day with a song! 



Elections to the European Parliament are held every 5 years and Thursday 

22nd May 2014 is the next date when all EU citizens who are aged over 18 

and resident in the UK are being encouraged to use their vote to decide 

who will represent their British region in the European Parliament. 

 

The European Parliament has developed a special website dedicated to the 

elections, where you can find out more about  what MEPs do and how 

their decisions affect you in everyday life. It has also launched an 

awareness and information campaign  to encourage voters to realise and 

appreciate the individual impact they can have by turning out to vote in May. 

 

The campaign is called ACT. REACT. IMPACT. and is specifically aimed at colleges, 

sixth forms and universities across the UK. The campaign will have 4 phases: 

 

1. Explaining the European Parliament’s powers and the implications of this for 

EU citizens; 

2. Highlighting 5 key topic areas via a series of interactive events across Europe: 

the economy, jobs, quality of life, money and the EU in the world; 

3. The election campaign proper, focusing on the 22-25 May election dates; 

4. Focus on the newly-elected EP, the election of the next European Commission 

President and the inauguration of the new Commission. 

 

For more information and to download useful classroom resources, please visit 

www.elections2014.uk/en.  

 

 

 

 

 

**Check out our website** 

http://europedirectnortheastengland.wordpress.com   

European Parliamentary elections 
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If you need this information summarised in another language or format such 

as Braille or talking tape, please call the number below. 
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Europe Direct North East is part of an 

information network across the 

European Union financed by the 

European Commission. 

We aim to highlight projects and 

programmes and  encourage people 

from the North East of England to 

take advantage of all the 

opportunities which are presented to 

us as members of the EU.   

We are happy to provide enquirers 

with printed documentation from the         

European institutions or to  signpost 

your comments and questions. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us by 

telephone, by e-mail, using social 

networks or in person. 


