
EUROSCOLA 2013—Taylor Whiteley , Newcastle University

Recently I was fortunate enough to be selected as an ambassador to accompany 
competition winners on their prize trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg.   Euroscola is a 
unique event for schools to learn about European integration by experiencing it firsthand. Students 
from the 27 EU Member States are selected to become a Member of the European Parliament for one 
day at the Parliament's seat. The successful candidates from the United Kingdom were 6th form 
students from schools around the North East. 

It was fascinating to learn about so many different member states and proved how little we 
really know about our European neighbours. However, it was very impressive that the students were 
able to deliver their presentations in a language other than their mother tongue!  With 23 official 
languages in the EU, interpreters are absolutely crucial to ensure the smooth running of the 
parliament. .

Euroscola is an important communication tool for the European Parliament as it enables 
them to reach out to young people and to give young people the possibility to experience the work 
and decision making process in the European Institution. They even said that it’s not just about 
getting young people together, but also obtaining new ideas for legislative proposals. During the day, 
the students were split up into multinational and multilingual groups to discuss certain issues 
regarding the EU which they had researched in advance.

Following their afternoon discussions, the different groups put forward their proposals to 
the rest of the students at the parliament and then they voted whether to adopt them or not. 

this issue

Schwitters@Newcastle
…. is a project run by the German 
Studies Section at the School of 
Modern Languages from January to 
May 2013 with Jumble Art - a Kurt 
Schwitters art and German       
competition for schools across the 
North East sponsored by Europe 
Direct North East England.

Works produced during the school 
competition will be shown in an 
exhibition in the lounge of 
the Hatton Gallery from mid-
February to mid-May. They will 
also be published in a brochure 
which will focus on Kurt Schwitters 
and his contemporaries, especially 
other exile Germans in Newcastle 
or the UK.

Schwitters@Newcastle is also    
running several workshops at  
Newcastle University based on 
creative writing, journalism and the 
translation of original letters by 
Schwitters in cooperation with the 
Kurt Schwitters Archive/Sprengel 
Museum, Hannover.
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http://www.ncl.ac.uk/sml/about/news/item/Jumble-Art
http://www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Service.aspx?ServiceId=7150
http://www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Service.aspx?ServiceId=7150
http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/hatton-gallery/collections/kurt-schwitters-and-the-merzbarn-wall.html


A new resource for KS2

It was really interesting to 
hear their different ideas and some of 
the questions which were raised by the 
young people of the EU. The students 
were even given the opportunity to ask 
French MEP, Michèle Striffler, 
questions regarding the European 
Parliament. Many interesting questions 
were raised such as her opinions 
regarding the possibility that the UK 
could opt to leave the EU and what she 
thinks of the single currency. 

Another interesting part of 
the day was the Eurogame played by 
both students and teachers. Teachers 
were asked to translate 20 questions 
from 20 different languages in order to 
identify the correct answer, and as a 
linguist I thought that I would be able 
to embrace the challenge. However, as 
it turns out, Chinese was obviously no 
good in the EU and my Estonian and 
Lithuanian need quite a bit of work! 

At the end of the day, the 
European national anthem was played 
and students carried their national flag 
around the chamber. It was a fantastic 
feeling to see the future of the 
European Union all coming together to 
share the experience. The students 
made friends from all over Europe, and 
were able to meet up with some of 
them at the evening dinner I had 
organised, where they chatted about 
their day over ‘flam’.

The trip was very inspiring 
and a great success, I think it is 
fantastic that students are given such 
an incredible opportunity and I hope 
that the Euroscola competition 
continues for many years to come.

www.europarl.org.uk/ and 
search Euroscola

This FREE two part resource 

produced in cooperation with a 

UK teacher consists of a story 

book to be handed out to every 

pupil and an activity guide     

exclusively for teachers,         

including suggestions on how to 

use the resource plus the 

handouts to be copied for the 

children.

The primary aim of this resource 

is to introduce some aspects of 

the European Union in a child 

friendly way. The resource    

allows children to discover 

something about what the EU is, 

how it works and how it may be 

relevant to them, in a fun and stimulating way.

The activities take a cross-curricular approach, including six different links to the          

curriculum (Geography, Maths, History, English, Science and                            

Design & Technology). 

The subject matter and concepts are mainly, but not exclusively, suited to upper 

junior school-aged children in the UK (ages 9 to 11). Each activity is prefaced by a 

chapter from the story book, which provides an exciting stimulus for the forthcoming 

task.

Most of the activities are ‘ready to go’, requiring little preparation in terms of         

resources. The resources are designed to be used once a week, but are especially 

suited for use during an international or European themed week. 

Like all resources offered by the Representation, both story book and activity guide 

are free of charge, which includes delivery to the schools. 

To download and/or order paper copies, click on http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/

information/publications/golden_stars/golden_stars_en.htm

Bulk copies can also be collected from our office at County Hall, Durham by prior 

appointment.

Mystery of the golden stars

Euroscola report continued

http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/golden_stars/golden_stars_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/golden_stars/golden_stars_en.htm


Europe Day is 9th May
Have a great Europe Day!

The ideas behind the European Union 
were first put forward on 9th May 1950 
by French Foreign Minister Robert 
Schuman. This date is classed as 
Europe Day, the European Union’s 
birthday. It is a great time to arrange 
fun European activities. Here are some 
ideas of what the schools could do:

- Display different flags around 
the school and hold a 
competition to identify the 
countries.

- Design a poster celebrating the 
many countries of origin of the 
children in your school, mark 
them on a map, mark also 
countries to where they have 
travelled or which language 
they speak. Make a graph of 
the results.

- Discuss the experience children 
had travelling in and out of the 
UK, other European countries 
or beyond.   (see lesson plan 
for Geography  )

- Have a competition making hats 
in the colours of the flags or 
build famous landmarks e.g. 
Eiffel Tower, Leaning Tower of 
Pisa, Coliseum, Big Ben, la 
Sagrada Familia, Acropolis, 
Brandenburg Gate.

- Focus just on one country, 
maybe one you have a twinning 
agreement with, and hold a 
special day celebrating its 
culture and language.

- Use the occasion to promote 
school exchanges and 
overseas visits by having 
presentations from students 
who have taken part in 
previous years.

- Do a geography and citizenship 
trail around your area/town 
looking for links with other EU 
nations, e.g. street names, 
community activities/centres/
shops/EU sponsored initiatives 
to explore your connections 
and interactions with the EU. 
Pupils could take pictures and 
annotate maps of the local area 
to show your international 
connections.

- Make a list of areas in which the 
pupils think the EU is relevant 
to them in their daily lives.

More info: http://europa.eu/about-eu/
basic-information/symbols/
europe-day/index_en.htm

Resources can be ordered from Judith 
Schilling in London or from Europe  
Direct North East England

FREE RESOURCES

Tyneside Cinema event

More details to follow, but we are 
pleased to be able to support a    
dedicated 5 day Modern Language 
Schools event that will have a festival 
feel at Tyneside Cinema from 24—28 
June 2013 – the first of its kind in the 
region and a groundbreaking        
approach to modern language     
learning. This will engage over 1,000 
learners from the region aged 11 – 19 
years . 

There will be public screenings every 
evening of excellent foreign language 
films associated directly with Key 
Stage learning, ‘study day’ type   
activities, taster activities and work-
shops and themed food and drink - all 
aimed at helping students engage 
confidently with foreign language 

INTERNSHIP

We are very pleased to be hosting 
Ildiko Negyesi for an 18 week 
Grundtvig assistantship. Ildiko is 
from central Hungary and will be 
looking at adult learning strategies in 
the region as part of her placement. 
If anyone can offer Ildiko an       in-
teresting day’s visit, do get in touch.

Passport to the European Union http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/
information/publications/passport/passport_en.htm

Let's explore Europe http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/
publications/lets_explore_europe_en.htm

Wall maps (A0) of Europe http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/
publications/maps/map_en.htm

How the European Union works http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/
information/publications/index_en.htm

In order to make sure that all the resources will arrive in time for 9 May from 
our warehouse in Luxembourg, all your orders need to be received 
by Judith.Schilling@ec.europa.eu by 26/04/2013 at the latest.

All resources, including delivery to your school, are FREE OF CHARGE.

http://europa.eu/about-eu/basic-information/symbols/europe-day/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/about-eu/basic-information/symbols/europe-day/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/about-eu/basic-information/symbols/europe-day/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/passport/passport_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/passport/passport_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/lets_explore_europe_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/lets_explore_europe_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/maps/map_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/maps/map_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/information/publications/index_en.htm


ATLAS is the North East regional network for international learning. Made up of local           

authority, university and NGO staff, the network seeks to support the development of an   

international perspective to teaching and learning in all of our schools.

The group organizes a number of events each year to highlight the benefits of international 

collaboration and  signpost new opportunities to schools in our region.

Our 2013 conference will be held at LIFE  in Newcastle upon Tyne on  Thursday 11 July. 

Attendance at the conference is FREE to all schools in the region and to those who work with 

teachers  and pupils in the North East. This year’s conference will focus on  the impact which 

international partnership working has on school life  and on pupil  and community                 

engagement.

The conference will  benefit school leaders, curriculum and subject managers, advisory staff 

and schools at all levels of linking. Examples will be drawn from current European funding    

programmes and British Council funded projects.

Keep the date in your diary ! A full programme and application details will be posted soon on 

our facebook and twitter feeds.

The event is supported by the European Commission Representation in the UK.

The ATLAS annual conference 11 July 2013

Upcoming Events

Europe Direct North East
International Relations
Durham County Council
County Hall
Durham DH1 5UF
Phone: 03000 268503
Fax: 0191 3834487
E-mail: 
Europe.direct@durham.gov.uk

If you need this information summarised in another language or format such as Braille or 
talking tape, please call the number below.

0 3 0 0 0  2 6 8 5 0 3

Europe Direct North East is part 
of an information  network across 
the European Union financed by 
the European Commission.

We aim to highlight projects and 
programmes and  encourage   
people from the North East of 
England to take advantage of all 
the opportunities which are    
presented to us as members of 
the EU.  

We are happy to provide            
enquirers with printed             
documentation from the         
European institutions or to    
signpost your comments and 
questions.

Please don’t hesitate to contact 
us by telephone, by e-mail, using 
social networks or in person.


