
Election special
The European Parliament elections will take place on May 22. The UK sends 73 MEPs to the 
European Parliament and they are responsible for passing laws and regulations on a wide range of 
issues. The North East has three MEPs.

European elections are held every five years and all 27 countries in the EU vote between Thursday 
and Sunday, with results declared from Sunday night onwards.

In the UK, the North East along with Northern Ireland is the smallest region in this poll - electing just 
three MEPs. The largest is the South East which elects ten. 

The first elections to the European Parliament were held in 1979. Since 1999 the UK has used a 
closed list system of proportional representation to elect its MEPs. In European elections in the UK 
electors vote for parties rather than individual candidates. Each party then lists its candidates in the 
order they want them elected. 
In the last European elections in 2009 turnout varied between 95.6% in Luxembourg and 19.6% in 
Slovakia - UK turnout was 34.7% which is just below the average of 43%. It was 30.5% in the North 
East.

British citizens living in other EU countries are eligible to vote there and likewise EU nationals living in 
the North East can vote in the election in our region.
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EUROSCOLA

A group of 24 competition winners recently returned from a visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 
They took part in a Euroscola day—a day when the Parliament is given over to 600 young people from the 28 
Member States. The young people had the chance to put questions to officials from both the Parliament and the 
Commission and to debate a wide range of subjects in multinational committee groups.

As part of the day, a multilingual quiz was organised which encouraged pupils to mix and to pull their collective 
linguistic knowledge together as each question was in a different European Union language.  Our pupils were a 
little taken aback that whilst Hungarians, Estonians and Finns were all very much sought after to join the four 
person teams, UK nationals with only English to offer were not readily asked to join teams as the other students 
could all answer the English question without their input. A lesson to be learned about monolingualism !
Students from St Leonard’s RC School wrote “ At our day in the Parliament we were able to learn something 
about all of the countries in the EU. We were informed about many aspects of the Parliament and how it 
worked. The general questions and answers were interesting as they gave us some insight into how the 
Parliament affected different EU countries. The most interesting part of the day was being able to meet students  
from around Europe and form new friendships. The debates at the end of the day allowed us to express opinions 
on key issues concerning young people in Europe today. The experience was an incredible opportunity to see 
and meet people from all over Europe, learn about the EU and have an informative and enjoyable trip. “ 
Students from St Robert of Newminster School added “ this experience helped us learn about the importance of 
voting and the reasons why we should vote ! “
For a few of our students, May 22nd will be their first chance to vote in an election and this opportunity helped 
them to better understand what they were voting for.
The European Parliament landscape is very different from the UK model of government and opposition and not 
readily understood by UK voters.



Teachers’ conference

The new European Union funding programme, ERASMUS+ , was launched 
in 2014 and colleagues in our region’s schools are still trying to get their 
heads around the new programme format, its acronyms, application 
guidance and scope.

The North East’s international learning network, ATLAS, is hosting a FREE
one day conference at the Emirates Cricket Stadium in Chester le Street 
on July 10th which will aim to showcase good practice in the field of 
international education and present the opportunities available under the 
new ERASMUS+ programme in a school friendly fashion.

Our conference will focus on  staff development opportunities and  how ERASMUS + can support curriculum 
development. The event is suitable for schools at all stages of international work and will be particularly 
pertinent for school leaders and international co-ordinators.

We expect attendees to  ;

 Develop an understanding of the new funding programme and how to access it

 Reflect on practice of other schools in the region

 Begin to develop an international action plan for their school linked to their own school’s needs.

To book a place for your school at the conference, please email brian.stobie@durham.gov.uk

The way Parliament works
When you cast your vote on May 22nd—you vote for a party which you recognise, those  elected MEPs 
then sit in European political groupings which are not so  familiar to UK  voters.

In general, Conservatives sit with The European People’s party,  the Labour MEPs with the Socialists and 
Democrats , LibDems with the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats and UKIP MEPs with Europe of Freedom 
and Democracy.

EPP - European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D - Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in Europe (centre-left)
ALDE - Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (liberal)
EUL/NGL - European United Left-Nordic Green Left (left-wing)
Greens/EFA - Greens/European Free Alliance 
ECR - European Conservatives and Reformists Group (right-wing)
EFD - Europe of Freedom and Democracy (Eurosceptic)
NA - Non-attached (MEPs not part of any group)



The Europe Direct Information Centre in Durham can 
order publications, maps and flag bunting for schools 
which wish to run a Europe Day event on 9th May. 
We can also provide some small prizes for school 
competitions ( rulers, pencils, pencil cases, T shirts 
etc ).
Why not call at our office 
and pick up some Pasports 
for every pupil in your 
class ? 

If you are planning on travelling to another 
European country this Summer, ask for a 
copy of our Travelling in Europe leaflet—
full of useful advice for travellers.

*Check out our website**
http://europedirectnortheastengland.wordpress.com  

Europe Direct North East
International Relations
Durham County Council
County Hall
Durham DH1 5UF
Phone: 03000 268503
Fax: 0191 3834487
E-mail: 
Europe.direct@durham.gov.uk

If you need this information summarised in another language or format such 
as Braille or talking tape, please call the number below.
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Europe Direct North East is part of an 
information network across the 
European Union financed by the 
European Commission.

We aim to highlight projects and 
programmes and  encourage people 
from the North East of England to 
take advantage of all the 
opportunities which are presented to 
us as members of the EU.  

We are happy to provide enquirers 
with printed documentation from the         
European institutions or to  signpost 
your comments and questions.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us by 
telephone, by e-mail, using social 
networks or in person.

How much is your € 
worth ? 

1 € = 83pence


